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NIGHT COMBATS AND NIGHT MANCEUVRES. 

T H E  following is a summary of the principal points dealt 
with by Lieut.-Colonel Ualck, C.V.O., of the German Infantry, 
in his recently published work, “ Night Combats and Night 
Manceuvres : Studies from Military History and Experiences 
in T i m e  of Peace.”’ 

Most of the incidents referrea to in the b k  are described 
at length with the assistarice of plans and sketch maps. The  
exampla cited from the South African W a r  do not appear 
to be correct in all cases. 

In ni ht operations, victory depends less on numbers and 
on fire4 B ect than on  moral factors, such as discipline and 
steady nerves. A good night attack may produce panic a m n g  
the defenders, as in Blucher’s evening attack after Gross 
Gorschen, 1813, and the Crown Prince’s attack on Rezonville, 
1870. At Magersfontein even the steady Highlanders were 
seized with panic. On the other hand, the French force of 1,400 
men a t  HuC, when surprised by a night attack by thousands of 
Annamites, fought well. 

by night is difficult, although it 
saves time and casualties. h e n  get nervous in the dark; maps 
are useless, and command difficult. At Graveldte, after fruit- 
less attacks by day, the Germans attempted a night attack in 
force on the French left wing. Forty-eight German battalions. 
were,involved in hopeless confusion, and the attack had to be 
abandoned. 

There are many examples of troops firing on their own side 
in the dark. At Gravelotte the 73rd Regiment, when fired on 
by their comrades, s a n g  the “ IVatch on the Rhine.” After 
Sedan, Wurtemburg and Bavarian troops fired into each other, 
causing heavy casualties. 

At Nicholson’s Nek, in the Boer War,  the English marched 
out in a column of two battalions, with 340 led mules in the 
centre of the column. In the dark the rear battalions mistook 
the mules for Boer horsemen and fired into them; the mules 
stampeded through the leading battalion and carried off the 
whole of the ammunition. The column was surrounded a t  day- 
break, and surrendered, having- fired away their cartridges in 
the dark. 

Refiosprct up  to the Russo-]apanesc W a r .  

Surprise is the most important element of success. 
Approaching the enem 

After the Napoleonic wars, the European armies showed an  
Bliicher’s saying, 

1 Nachtgefcchte and Nachtiibungen. R. Eisenschmidt. Berlin, Iqxo. 

unmistakable aversion to night attacks. 
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S I G H T  COMBATS AKD NIGHT YAKCEUVRES. 491 

I ‘  that he feared a night march more than the enemy,” was con- 
stantly quoted; although as  a matter of fact Blucher never 
hesitated to work at night when necessary-witness his opera- 
tons on the Katzbach. 

Clausewitz held that the difficulties of control were such 
as to render night attacks suitable for small forces only. 

Rustow (186j)  held that the increased efficiency of artillery 
had rendered night attacks difficult to execute. 

U p  to 1870, many such combats (as a t  Podol, 1866) occurred 
at  ni ht, but they were mostly accidental, and the German 
I@ Wegulations did not encourage night operations. Even 
the 1876 Regulations contained but slight references to night 
at tacks. 

T h e  success of night operations, such as the storming of 
Kars, in the Russo-Turkish \Var, induced a change of opinion. 
Lord Wolseley, in The Soldier’s Pocket-Book,” 1879, wrote : 
“The army which first learns to march and to  fight at night 
will win brilliant victories.” 

Lord Roberts, in 1878, took the Peiwar Kotal by an attack 
at dawn. In  1882 Lord \Volseley carried out a night attack on  
a large scale at Tel-el-Kebir, against a superior force strongly 
entrenched. This attack was most carefully prepared and 
carried out. 

In  Germany, Colonel von IViddern ( I W )  strongly advo- 
cated night attacks. Major Kunz (1879) took a different view. 
After careful investigation he found that 83 night combats had 
occurred in 1870-71; of these 1 1  were continuations of a 
successful battle; in 18 cases the attack failed altogether, and in 
only I I cases was the attack completely successful. 

Field Service Regulations laid down that 
The 

matter is handled most thoroughly in the English 1889 Regula- 
tions, which devote rg pages to the subject. 

T h e  Russian and French 18@ Regulations also refer to 
night attacks, and the Austrian Regulations alone make no 
mention of them. 

In 1894 General Oshima led his brigade against a superior 
Chinese force at Asan in the night, and executed a successful 
attack at dawn. 

T h e  ltalians at Adowa attacked a much superior force of 
Abyssinians in* the dark; but the attack failed for want of 
preparation, and the Italian force was routed, losing 66 per 
cent. of the troops engaged in killed, wounded and prisoners. 

A brilliant contrast to this is Lord Kitchener’s carefully 
prepared attack o n  the hfahdists a t  the Atbara, carried out in 
the early hours of the morning, on the 8th of April, 1898. 

This success led the English authorities to believe that a 
night march followed by an attack at dawn was a certain means  
of ensuring success. But they forgot that such an operation 
requires most careful reconnaissance and thorough preparation. 

The  German 
night operations are of not infrequent occurrence.” 
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492 KIGHT COMBATS AND NIGHT MANEUVRES. 

The Boer W a r  broke out  in 18%. At the beginning of the 
war, on the night of the 20th of October, an English column 
was surprised in camp at Talana. O n  the 30th of the same 
month the English attempted a night attack o n  the Boers before 
Ladysmith, which resulted in the disaster of Nicholson's Nek. 
At Stormberg, on the 9th December, General Gatacre's night 
attack failed, a11 the preparatory arrangements having broken 
down. The disastrous result was principally due to the physical 
exhaustion of the troops. I t  must always be remembered that 
a night march imposes a far more severe strain on the men 
than an advance by day. 

In  the Western theatre of war several night combats 
occurred. At Belmont the Guards' night attack was technicafly 
successiul, but the Boers had vacated the position.' At Magers  
fontein the careful reconnaissance and thorough preparation 
insisted on  by Lord Wolseley and Lord Kitchener were utterly 
neglected, and the attacking force themselves were surprised in 
quarter column by the Boers and 'defeated with heavy losses. 
T h e  troops behaved gallantly, and some actually got into the 
Boer position, but were driven out by the shrapnel fire of their 
own g u n s .  

At Spion €Cop, Hart's brigade established itself within 
400 yards of the Boer position, but Hart was refused permission 
to storm it by a night attack. The  fight next day was indecisive, 
both sides retreating. The  English troops fought well, but t h e  
conduct of the battle was deplorable. 

At Ladysmith several small night expeditions against the 
Boers were skilfully and successfully carried out. 

I n  the later stages of the war several English posts were 
surprised at night, as at Noitgedacht. The Boer night attack 
on .  Belfast, on the 7th December, 1 9 1 ,  failed owing to the 
vigorous resistance of the garrison under General Smith- 
Dorrien. 

The English flying columns several times attempted to 
close on Boer commandos by night and to surprise them at 
dawn, but this plan was abandonede owing to the difficulty of 
locating the Boers. 

Embodiment of the  Experience Gained in t h e  Regulations. 
The English 1 9 2  Regulations encouraged the system of a 

night advance to seize positions from which to attack at dawn. 
Great stress was laid on the close and minute reconnaissance of 
the ground to be traversed. 

The  Italian 1903 Regulations were evidently influenced by 
the defeat at Adowa. They gave elaborate instructions for the 
previous reconnaissance and for the organization and procedure 
of the attacking force. But t h e  force of the instructions is 
weakened by the dictum that large bodies of troops are on no 

lmis was not the case.-G.S. 
2This method much used and never abandoned.-G.S. 
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NIGHT COMBLITS AND NIGHT JIASCEU\'HES. 493 

account to attempt night operations, whicli are suitable for small 
forces on1 and are not to be attempted \I ithout a definite object. 

may execute night attacks, but that large forces should advance 
by night and attack at dawn. Niglit attacks are to be carried 
out by infantry alone; independent columns are to be directed 
on  particular points, and the  bayonet alone is to be used. On 
the defence at night, half the companies in the firing line sleep 
'while the others stand to their arms. The only nature of fire 
allowed is volley fire a t  short range, followed by bayonet 
char es. 

-%he French 1904 Regulations favoured the system of 
seizing important supporting positions by night with infantry 
alone, and attacking at dawn supported by artillery and cavalry. 
Night attacks are to be carried out by independent columns 
directed on separate points; they are to be carefully prepared, 
and the bayonet alone is to be used. 

The Austrian 1903 Regulations laid down that extensive 
operations such as  movements of troops may be undertaken at  
night, but that night attacks are especially suitable for small 
bodics of troops. Independent columns are not recommended. 
T h e  scheme must be as simple as possible, and the attack must 
be delivered in close formation. 

The r (ussian 1 9 1  Regulations laid down that small forces 

11. Night Operations in the Rusio-Iapanese W a r .  
The Japanese troops were at first insufficiently trained to 

undertake night work, and Sir Ian Hamilton remarks that they 
were more German, in their aversion to night operations, than 
their German instructors. On the Russian side Kuropatkin, in 
his instructions to his troops, recommended night attacks on 
a small scale, and cautioned them against being surprised at 
night. 

The  first night attack on a large scale was made by the 
Japanese at  An-ping on the 25th-2Gth August, 1904. The 
attack was carefully prepared and was made in several inde- 
pendent columns over very rough ground. The assault was 
timed for 4.50 a.m., but the attacking troops were discovered at 
3 a.m., and the assault had to be delivered at once. Two of 
the four columns broke through the Russian line, and the 
attack was ,successful. 

A t  AIanjuyama, on the 30th-31st August, 1904, the 
Japanese right wing crossed the Tai-Tzt River in the night 
and attacked the entrenched position held by the Russian 35th 
Infantry Division. There was no question of surprise. The 
attack was made when the moon rose at 10 p.m., and was 
successful, the Russian fire being ineffective. By daylight the 
Japanese had entrenched the captured position. Next day the 
Russians made several fruitless attacks o n  it, and finally 
attempted 'a night attack. This was badly delirered, many of 
the troops remaining behind, and was repulsed. 
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494 SIGHT COWBATS AHD NIGHT YANCEUVRES. 

On the Sha Ho, on the 10th-11th October, I%, the 
Japanese attacked and drove in the Ruhian  outposts a t  night; 
the battle continued all next day, and the Japanese again 
attacked on the night of the I I th, this time successfully. The  
Russians thenceforward fought a retreating action. At 
5.30 a.m. on the 14th the Japanese 3rd Division broke through 
the Russian loth Army Corps and captured 3 Russian bat- 
teries. On the 16th the Russians resumed the offensive, and on 
the night of the 16th-1;rth they stormed Putilov Hill with the 
bayonet. The battle ended through the exhaustion of the 
troops on both sides. 

A night attack-on a large scale was made on San-kuai-shin' 
Shan, on the I Ith October, 1904, 23 battalions being employed. 
The  attack reached the Russian l ine  at 3 a.m., was received 
with a vigorous fire, and came to a standstill until the left of 
the attacking line outflanked the Russians and obliged them 
to retr6at. Here the attacking troops got into the wildest con- 
fusion, and might have k e n  driven out  of the position, but 
the Russians made no attempt to do so till next day. 

On the Shih-li Ho several night attacks were made. On 
the 11th October the 5th Japanese Infantry, Brigade, while 
attempting a night attack, was itself surprised and repulsed. 

At Yen-tu-niu-lu the Russians made a night attack on the 
fortified village with 8 battalions. They were received with a 
heavy but ineffective fire, and got in with the bayonet, without 
firing a shot. 

At Alukden the fighting lasted for 3 days, day and night, 
and finally resulted in the envelopment of the Russian right 
wing, which decided the fate of their army. 

The Japanese retreated with heavy 1 0 ~ s . ~  

Russian and Japanese opinions. 
General Kuropatkin holds that the best means of meeting 

night attacks is to keep the troops nearest to the enemy fresh by 
frequently relieving them. H e  is averse to night attacks on 
the large scale. On the other side, the Japanese Staff lay down 
that the advance is to be continued systematically by day and 
niqht, entrenching the ground gained, till on the third night 
the infantry arrive within 300 or 400 yards of the position. 
Three or four sham attacks are to be made, and the real night 
attack is then to be delivered. 

Embodiment of W a r  Experience in Regulations. 
The English were represented by a number of military 

attache's during the Manchurian War; these officers lay great 
stress upon the care with which the Japanese reconnoitred and 
prepared. their night attacks. Generally, they consider that 
night attacks should only be delivered from a position a t  a short 

~~ ~ 

1A long description of the fighting a m n d  PutSov Hill at the 
beginning of October, 1904, is given. 
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NIGHT COMBATS AND NIGHT MANCEUVRES. 495 

distance from the enemy; if the troops have far to go, con- 
fusion results. 

T h e  German I@ Infantry Regulations attach increased 
importance to night attacks. These require thorough prepara- 
tion, and the scheme must be as simple as  possible. I t  is of 
less consequence to push the attack home than to capture good 
positions from which the attack can afterwards be delivered. 
In exceptional cases the advance may terminate in an assault; 
but this must be made from a “ storming position ” in which 
the troops are formed up under cover of darkness. Night 
attacks are to be frequently practised at manaeuvres. 

The  Japanese Regulations attach great importance to night 
operations, which are to be frequently practised so that the 
troops can move with confidence in the dark. 

I n  Belgium the authorities share the French aversion to 
night attacks, which are to be confined to  small bodies, though 
larger bodies may seize positions under cover of darkness and 
attack at  dawn. 

The Swiss reckon most confidently on executing night 
attacks, which are well suited for small compact forces acting 
against an enemy greatly superior in numbers. 

The  English I- Field Service Regulations devote 14 
pages to night operations.’ 

Means at the Disposal of Combatants at Night. 
Fi7e eflect of Infantry. 

This is so poor that it is better for the attack not to fire 
at all. Swiss experiments show that considerable effect can 
be produced on a formed body of infantry at p o  metres in 
the dark; German experiments gave 18 per cent. of hits a t  150 
metres. The kneeling position gave the best results. For 
defence, fixed rests, made of stout timbers notched and fixed 
in the parapet, .give good effect; these were tried in Austria, 
and from 4 to 65 per cent. of hits were obtained at 700 paces. 
Machine guns, if carefully aimed and clamped by day, are 
effective at  night. 

I1 lumin at ion. 
Straw fires, pistols firing 

balls of illuminating composition, which light the foreground 
for 10 seconds up to 200 yards; boses of illuminating compo- 
sition in front of a position, fired by pulling a wire. But the 
principal means of illumination is the electric searchlight, suc- 
cessfully used by the Russians at  Port Arthur.’ 

The  illuminating detachment consists of a dynamo squad, 
il projector squad, an observing party, and the drivers. The 
projector must be set up  on the highest available ground; and 
so as not to dazzle one’s own troops. 

The following may be used: 

IThese are quoted at considerable length. 
aThis hardly seems to have been the caw.4 .S .  

VOL. LIV. P Q  
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496 KIGHT COMBATS AXD KIGHT. Mr\XElJ\’RES. 

If an observer standing by the projector can see 3,000 
metres, then an observer 3,000 metres further foryard can still 
see 2,000 metres, or 5,000 altogether, so tliat advanced observing 
parties can be used with advantage. 

In undulating ground the searchlight often favours the 
attack, since the troops can advance unsccn in the shadows. 
- It is impossible to see through the beam laterally; therefore 

a searchlight beam may be used to conceal one’s own position 
by being thrown across the front. Or advancing troops may 
be concealed by beams crossed in front of them. 

Hand Grenades were freely used by the Russians at Port 
Arthur, and were also improvised by the Japanese. Slings 
were used to throw them. 

III.--Xight Operations in Field and Fortress Warjare. 
The extent to which the use of night operations has In- 

creased in recent wars is  very marked. 
In fortress warfare a night advance is the only means open 

to the besieger of crossing the dangerous zone under the fire 
of the fortress, But the same applies to an entrenched position. 

Again, the darkness may be used to establish a holding 
attack in front, followed by a flank attack at dawn. 

Darkness enables the numerically weaker side to attack 
with a prospect of effect, or to withdraw from a losing battle. 

A pursuit by night enormously increases the effect of 
victory, e.g., Custozza and IVoerth. The attacker’s fear of 
undertaking a night pursuit has often allowed the defeated side 
to withdraw unmolested at nightfall, e.g., Urienne and 
Servigny. 

Darkness doubles the efficiency of the good soldier and 
renders the bad soldier helpless. 

Night hiarc hes. 
These are unavoidable in war. At the present day they 

may be necessary in order to conceal movements from observa- 
tion by the enemy’s balloons or airships. They afford a 
means of withdrawing from a losing battle, e.g., Beaumont, 
2g-30/8/1870. 

In guerilla warfare night marches will be used to a large 
extent. 

March discipline is all-important in marching at night. 

Advance to  a Night Attack. 
German , Infantry Regulations, paragraph 375 : I‘ The 

attack:on a strongly-entrenched position will often only be 
possible under cover of night.” 

-4 careful reconnaissance is all important, and must be 
carried out by day and by night. ’Since the defender will do 
all in  his power to’ prevent this reconnaissance, strong ’parties 
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NIGHT COMEATS A S D  NlCIiT MANCEUVRES. 497 

(reconnoitring companies) must be employed. Xight recon- 
noitring parties may be screened by searchlight beams. In 
the advance, the best means of maintaining comniunication is 
by telephone. Recognition badges must be used. 

The advance is best made in  line of battalion columns 
keeping touch, but when the attack is delivered each column 
must hght independently. But the amount of light and the 
nature of the ground considerably affect the choice of formation. 

The  best t ime of the assault is before dawn or before moon- 
rise, as the longer the defenders are kept o n  the alert the more 
tired they will be.. The German Infantry Regulations give 
minute directions for the assault. (Paragraphs 378-390). If 
the assault fails, the attacking party must form front and 
entrench . 

All preparations for the defence must be made by day, and 
the men should be allowed to sleep in peace, protected by 
advanced sentries. 

The  attacker will usually have driven in the outposts; in 
any case it is rarely advisable for the defender to engage in a 
night combat on the outpost line. But when two forces have 
been fighting all day, and are still in contact, the outpost line 
and the line of defence must be the same. Here a.dvanced 
patrols are useless, and strongly entrenched advanced posts 
must be employed. 

Use of Artillery at Night. 
Artillery fire at night is ineffective unless the target is 

illuminated by searchlights. English expe'riments show that 
it is possible to range o n  such a target up to 2,4m,ya'rds, or 
further if advanced observers be used. General Roline recom- 
mends time-shrapnel ranging. Captain Aizier's method, based 
on the order of appearance of the time-shrapnel bursts, also 
seems suitable. (Chalon's experiments). 

' Artillery fire may'be used to cut off the section of the 
position attacked and to prevent i t  from beink reinforced. 
Advanced ,batteries will have to change position at night. 

Guns intended .to dismount the' enemy's pieces may be 
pushed forward at night. The fighting at Port Arthur affords 
use f u 1 examples. 

Surprise Attacks. 
These are specially suitable for cavalry, which can arrive 

But infantry is better 

The  English Cavalry Regulations (1907) are the only ones 

Cavalry are especially liable to panic a t  night, c.g:, 
A p o d  instance of a cavalry night attack is 

from a distance and attack dismounted. 
able to profit by success. 

which mention the employment of cavalry in this way. 

Gersfield, 1866. 
Stuart's surprise of Catlett's Station in 1862. 

Speed and secrecy are essential. 

2 G 2  
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4# NIGHT COMBATS AND NIGHT MANEUVRES. 

Dcjence. 
Small bodies of troops should shift camp daily, preferably 

at  dusk. They should not occupy places too large to hold. 
Cavalry must be especially careful, since they require time to 
saddle up, e-g., Etrepagny, 28/1 I /  1870. 

Fo7t7es~ TVarjaie. 
In a siege the troops rest by day and march and fight by 

night. The defender especially must utilize , his intimate 
knowledge of the ground by sorties and  night operations, e.g., 
Siege of Paris. H e  may be able to delay the construction and 
arming of the siege batteries considerably. 

l'he besieger must occupy successive positions by, night in 
his approach. T h e  same rules hold good as in seizin a 
position for attack, in the field, e.g., Sabastopol and. f o r t  
Arthur. 

Night A1 an (E uv res . 
Both the German and Austrian' Regulations lay stress on 

the necessity for the peace training of the troops in night work. 
S i r  Ian Hamilton (1907) issued a circular to the same effect. 

Now-a-days night training is no less necessary than 'day 
training. 

In Japan, since the war, night manceuvres have been con- 
stantly carried out. T h e  Japanese recruits- go through a '12 
weeks' course of training, of which the last fortnight is devoted 
to  ni lit work. , 

under a full  moon, both in summer and when the ground is 
covered with snow. 

Attention must  be devoted to maintaining direction by the 
stars. Little time should be devoted to individual instruction, 
but manaeuvres with formed bodies should be commenced as  
early as possible, first by companies and then by battalions 
and brigades. Particular attention should be 'devoted to night 
outposts, sentries, and patrols. 

Night rides should be carried out, preferably in the dark 
winter months, In  these, troops must be posted to represent 
the enemy. Maps for these rides must be special1 prepared, 

matches are to be used for reading maps. The winter cam- 
paign of 1807 forms a good basis for night schemes.' 

h ight  5: manaeuvres must be carried out in dark nights and 

the route being marked by a broad black line., f Vind-proof 

CONCLUS ION. 
Night work is difficult; yet the Navy do not suspend 

operations at night, and the soldier should be no less handy 
than the sailor. Sir  John French has expressed himself to this 
effect. If two opponents meet, and one is thoroughly trained 
in night work, while the other is not, the former will have an 
immense advantage. 

. lspecimen schames'are given. 
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